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30 Last word

High school learners from 
around the country again 
assembled at the Sci-Bono 

Discovery Centre in Newtown,  
Gauteng, to participate in the finals 
of the Schools Water Competition, 
sponsored jointly by Rand Water and 
the South African Institution of Civil 
Engineering (SAICE).

The teams were tasked to design a 
model water distribution network to 
distribute three litres of water equally 

between three points on a grid using 
two different pipe diameters. They 
were then judged on how well they 
execute the task. The learners were 
allowed three tries in one hour. A total 
of R15 000 worth of prize-money was 
up for grabs.

According to SAICE, the competi-
tion exposes learners to the practi-
cal application of processes that 
influence their daily lives, which is 
how water gets to their homes. They 

Water engineers 
of the future

are made aware of the intricacies 
involved in the design of water dis-
tribution networks, and the actual 
delivery of clean water to households.

As part of the competition the water 
cycle was explained to the learners. 
Several other issues such as the need 
to pay for water, the requirement for 
dams, the distribution of water through 
water boards to municipalities and 
then to users, as well as the conserva-
tion of water were also discussed.

Above: Learners 
from Isolesizwe 
High School, 
in Matubatuba, 
KwaZulu-Natal, 
grabbed first place 
with 70 penalty 
points, the best 
result since the 
competition was 
launched in 2003. 

Above: The learners from 
Wittedrift Hoërskool outside 
Plettenberg Bay, in the  
Western Cape, were third with 
130 penalty points. 

Left: The team from Lofentse 
Girls High School in Soweto 
were in second place with 
120 penalty points.


