K10} YOUTH IN WATER

Free State Boffing Win Water Prize

Three learners from Setjhaba se Maketse Combined School in Botshabelo, 54 km east of
Bloemfontein, are jetting off to Sweden to compete in the international Stockholm Junior
Water Prize after winning the National SA Youth Water Prize competition.

he international competition aims

to encourage young people’s
interest in issues concerning water
and the environment. The award,
which attracts hundreds of entries
from all over the world, is given annu-
ally for an outstanding water project
by a young person or a small group
of young people. South Africa hopes
to reclaim the title it won in 2003 after
narrowly losing out to Japan in 2004.

The three South African winners,
Pontso Moletsane, Motebele (Elvis)
Moshodi and Sechaba Ramabenyane
scored top marks from the judges for
their invention, the nocturnal hydro
minimiser, which uses light and mois-
ture sensors to control irrigation while
minimising water wastage.

Elvis Moshodl, Sechaba Ramabenyane
and Pontso Moletsane, winners of the
2005 National SA Youth Water Prize.

The electrically-operated automatic
watering system uses affordable

parts to control a tap opening com-
pressor, only allowing water through

at night and when the sensor
motions that the lawn is dry. The
water is switched off automatically
once enough moisture is sensed in
the root area. Further water savings

| are obtained through the use of small-

er hoses and a high-pressure system.

“In our settlement, people like
growing lawns as they prevent soil
erosion and reduce the amount of
dust in the area. They are also aes-
thetically pleasing,” explains
Moletsane. “However, they tend to
be overwatered, leading to huge
mud puddles and potholes forming
in the streets. With our creation we
hope to take the pain out of

having the water the lawn, while
saving water at the same time.” @‘
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CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT EVENT 2005

Objective:
Venue:

Topics to be covered:

Plenary sessions:

21 TO 22 SEPTEMBER 2005

University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg Campus

1) Energy — the future in SA by Dr Brian Purchase;

2) Water — the future in SA by Prof Roland Schulze;
3) Food processing — the future in SA by Mr Andrew Murray

Parallel sessions:
Water:

Environment:
Farming Systems:

e Grain Handling

Professional practice:

» Course on Design Flood Estimation using Visual SCS-SA
» Workshop on the Impacts of Climate Change on Water Resources in South Africa
» Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA)

® Tractor Performance Optimisation

e Strategic Approach to Farming Success

Provide information on the latest developments on selected topics.

» Course on ACRU Agrohydrological Modelling System

» Vegetation use in the Rehabilitation of Mine, Domestic

and Industrial Wastes

» Mechanisation Planning

» Precision Agriculture in South Africa

Food Engineering: » Hygienic Design of Food Processing Plants

Emerging farmers: o Engineering for Sustainable Rural Development

Other hot topics: » Value and Supply Chains

e Engineering Consulting

For more information and registration information follow the links to “Symposia 2005” on the SAIAE website

at http://www.saili.co.za/ or contact (033) 260-5490




