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“It all started with a vision inspired by several challenges that are faced by South Africa around 
providing sanitation to the poor and closing the sanitation gap … from a behavioural side people 
were not easily accepting the dry on-site sanitation of VIPs, and therefore we had to be 
innovative.” (Jay Bhagwan, WRC, 2016) 









“Product development is a long-involved process. We have been let down by various potential 
manufacturers quite far along in the process which has been very challenging. There seems to be 
a good demand for the product, but it is frustrating to have to keep customers waiting while we 
find new manufacturers.” (Debbie Harris, Arumloo Business Manager, 2017, Interview with 
African Centre for a Green Economy)













“A system like this has the potential to change the lives of people living in smaller areas who may 
not have experienced the benefits of access to water. It could create opportunities for 
entrepreneurship which had not previously existed in certain communities and at the very least 
improve the quality of lives of people who would have an improved water source for domestic and 
agricultural use,” [Prof. Keith Cowan, Director of Environmental Biotechnology, Rhodes 
University (EBRU) in Institute for Environmental Biotechnology, Rhodes University, 2014] 

“Government departments have been very slow. In fact, in some instances counterproductive in 
moving innovations forward in critical areas … Our group and others, and I have worked in 
collaboration and a number of other research institution such as the University of Cape Town 
(UCT) and Natal and we have developed really cutting-edge technologies, right through to 
industrial application, with absolutely no support from government.” (Prof. Rose, Rhodes 
University, 2017, interview with African Centre for a Green Economy) 









Escherichia coli

“We were greeted with cheers!” 

“They were all now perfectly health” (Lauri Barwell in Innovus, E-News 31st Edition, 2014). 





“A personal appeal is made to your organisation to actively support a national project which will 
positively change the lives of millions of our fellow South Africans.” 
(http://atlasofthefuture.org/project/hippo-water-roller-project/) 



















“The problem has been convincing our customers of the need to save water in an environment 
where water was inexpensive relative to other utilities, water was not top of the mind of our 
customers but that is changing.”  
[Mr de Wet Steyn, Director Aquatrip Water Services (Pty) Ltd interview with The African Centre 
for a Green Economy, 2017] 









“The WRC has been the major contributor to the development of the eutectic freeze 
crystallization (EFC) innovation as has been the industry, for example Sasol, Impala, Lonmin and 
so on. There has been enough support from the private sector, but the lack of support has been 
mainly on some of the government bodies.” (Prof. Lewis, UCT, Interview with The African Centre 
for a Green Economy, 2017) 









“Securing funding for the demonstration plant has been the biggest challenge, which we are still 
trying to overcome.” (Dr Gina Pocock, 2017, Interview with The African Centre for a Green 
Economy)



















“We have approached numerous people and organisations for assistance with marketing the 
DRIFT over the years – all to absolutely no avail and so we continue doing what we can on our 
own. The single exception was the WRC that provided us with two tranches of funding.” (Prof. 
Cate Brown, Southern Waters, 2017, Interview with The African Centre for a Green Economy) 

“We continue to adjust this version as and when time and funds are available but recognise that 
the kind of development now needed is beyond that available through the average South African 
research project or water resource contract.” (Prof. Cate Brown, Southern Waters, 2017, 
Interview with The African Centre for a Green Economy) 





“Decision-makers will be able to look to the Atlas for background information and tools to assist 
in fulfilling commitments made in other recent events and declarations.” (Dr Burgess, WRC, 
2017 in WRC.org) 











 “For a long time, we battled to bridge the gap between the waste water scientist and engineer, 
and the finance person or CFO of municipalities. They just spoke different languages! The word 
'risk' united them and clarified objectives and targets and assisted technical managers to motivate 
for resources.” (Van der Merwe–Botha, 2017, Interview with The African Centre for a Green 
Economy)

“On behalf of the team, I would like to thank you guys for equipping us with the necessary skill to 
do our own Water Safety Plans and Risk Abatement Plans, with the information that you imparted 
on us. It will help us a lot moving forward in our operational and compliance monitoring. Most of 
all we would like to thank you for selecting our municipality to be our one of your beneficiaries.” 
(Ms Luyanda Simelane: Amajuba District Municipality Engineering and Technical Services in 
Moorgas et al., 2016) 







“One other important objective is to build stronger links between government, the private sector 
and research institutions, where we can all take collective responsibility for creating growth.” 
(Mr Patel, Deputy Director General, DST, 2016) 



“Water services authority should find creative and innovative models that can assist in 
responding to water services infrastructure delivery”. 



“The support that is given by the government to the researchers and innovators is enough, but 
you must know who to approach in order to get the necessary support.” (Prof. Rivett, UCT, 2017, 
Interview with The African Centre for a Green Economy) 





“People need to be found to use the product. If you really want to help a community, either you 
going to spend time with them or hand out the cash” (Prof. Booysen, Stellenbosch University, 
2017, Interview with The African Centre for a Green Economy) 
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