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KEY POINTS
1. Inland fisheries have key livelihood functions for 

many rural men and women: to be supported

2. Fishery access by rural HDI people often 

informal.  

3. Major problem: Lack of clear institutional roles 

and responsibilities.

4. Contestations over shared access, particularly 

between recreational and subsistence.

5. Emerging rampant informal commercially-

orientated fishing activities: decimation of stocks.

6. Scant evidence of indigenous fishing knowledge.



Research Objectives

1. To characterize IKS and current subsistence, 

recreational and commercial fishing practices 

and techniques in rural communities.

2. To gain clearer understandings of ólivelihoods 

functionsô of fisheries (SLF)

3. To describe patterns and rules of access to 

fisheries

4. To identify inland fisheries issues in rural 

communities

ÅQ: óPoverty trapsô / Livelihoods of ólast resortô OR 

potential rural development engines? 



Livelihood Functions of Inland Fisheries

Situational 

Variables 

Patterns of Interaction Outcomes

A. Micro/meso/macro 

economic 

environment

B. Fisher livelihood 

profiles
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characteristics

D. Institutional 

environment
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LIVELIHOOD 

STRATEGIES

ÅOpportunity costs (esp. labour)

ÅDegree of open access to fishery

Å Level of exploitation of fishery

Environmental 

Sustainability

Sustainability 

of household 

incomes

Ecosystem 

Resilience

Recreational

Commercial 

Subsistence



Overview of Study
ÅLiterature Review

ÅDetailed research: 12 case studies

ïLimpopo: Mid-Letaba, Nandoni, Lake Fundudzi, 

Makuleke and Flag Boshielo

ïKwazulu-Natal: Pongola Dam & Floodplain pans

ïMpumalanga: Driekoppies & Masibekela

ïWestern Cape: Lake Zeekoevlei, Voelvlei Dam

ïNorth West: Roodekopjes Dam

ïEastern Cape: Debe Nek Dam

ÅRapid Appraisals: 48+ dams across S. Africa





Research Findings
ÅUpsurge in research interest and support to 

developing inland fisheries in rural communities 

since 2000s. 

ÅEvidence of a variety of subsistence, recreational 

and commercial fishing activities in dams, lakes 

and floodplains located within or close to rural 

communities. 

ÅGender profile Survival
Diversified 

Semi-
subsistence

Specialized
Diversified 

accumulation

LIVELIHOOD 

STRATEGIES

Poorest and most vulnerable 

women and men

Mostly male fishers 

Male artisanal fishers 

& women fish sellers 

Investors, who employ labourers



Indigenous knowledge and practices

ÅScant written evidence of fisheries IKS nationally -

ósilent backdropsô in historical & scientific research

ÅException: Tembe-Thonga & Makuleke

ÅSeasonal variations in indigenous fishing practices 

and techniques

ÅEvidence of ómaleô and ófemaleô fishing

ÅCollective and individual fishing effort

ÅKnowledge of plant-based fishing poisons 

(Makuleke): No longer used



Indigenous knowledge and techniques: 

Phongola Floodplain, KZN



Indigenous knowledge and techniques: 

Makuleke

Xirongo basket -

Tsonga


