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KEY POINTS

. Inland fisheries have key livelihood functions for
many rural men and women: to be supported

. Fishery access by rural HDI people often
Informal.

. Major problem: Lack of clear institutional roles
and responsibilities.

. Contestations over shared access, particularly
between recreational and subsistence.

. Emerging rampant informal commercially-
orientated fishing activities: decimation of stocks.

. Scant evidence of indigenous fishing knowledge.



Research Objectives

1. To characterize IKS and current subsistence,
recreational and commercial fishing practices
and techniques in rural communities.

2.To gain clearer under st
functi onso of fi1 sheri es

3. To describe patterns and rules of access to
fisheries

4. To identify inland fisheries issues in rural
communities

AQ: OPoverty trapso6 [/ Li
potential rural development engines?



Livelihood Functions of Inland Fisheries

Situational Patterns of Interaction
Variables Recreational
Commercial
A. Micro/meso/macro Subsistence/D
eco_nomlc Diversified
environment Survival Semi-

subsistence

B. Fis?_ler livelihood LIVELIHOOD
PrOTES STRATEGIES
- 0 Diversified

C. Fishery Specialized -
characteristics accumulation

D. Institutional A Opportunity costs (esp. labour)
environment A Degree of open access to fishery

A Level of exploitation of fishery

Qutcomes

Environmental
Sustainability

Sustainability
of household
iIncomes

Ecosystem
Resilience



Overview of Study
A Literature Review

A Detailed research: 12 case studies

I Limpopo: Mid-Letaba, Nandoni, Lake Fundudzi,
Makuleke and Flag Boshielo

I Kwazulu-Natal: Pongola Dam & Floodplain pans
I Mpumalanga: Driekoppies & Masibekela

I Western Cape: Lake Zeekoevlel, Voelvlel Dam
I North West: Roodekopjes Dam

I Eastern Cape: Debe Nek Dam

I
I
I
I
I
A Rapid Appraisals: 48+ dams across S. Africa






Research Findings

A Upsurge in research interest and support to
developing inland fisheries in rural communities
since 2000s.

A Evidence of a variety of subsistence, recreational
and commercial fishing activities in dams, lakes
and floodplains located within or close to rural

communities.

. .
A Gender profile Surviva versified

bsistence
Investors, who employ labourers SU
! TTUST VT TErs Ceg LIVELIHOOD

women and men STRATEGIES

) : . Diversified
U ; .
Male artlsa_nal fishers Specialize accumulation
& women fish sellers



Indigenous knowledge and practices

A Scant written evidence of fisheries IKS nationally -
Osi | ent im histokiaghlr& aqrentibc research

A Exception: Tembe-Thonga & Makuleke

A Seasonal variations in indigenous fishing practices
and techniques

AEvi dence of Omaled and 0
A Collective and individual fishing effort

A Knowledge of plant-based fishing poisons
(Makuleke): No longer used
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Indigenous knowledge and techniques:
Makuleke




