Executive Summary 
The function of a waterborne sanitation system is to collect and convey wastewater in a hygienic manner. Operation and maintenance of this sewer system means making sure that all its components are kept in good operating condition. Planners, designers, the construction team and the administrators have a joint duty in providing an efficient system. The operator can then, based on the available resources provided, operate and maintain the system. 
Municipal sanitary sewage collection and conveyance systems are an extensive, valuable and complex part of the country’s infrastructure. The waterborne sanitation system consists of pipelines, conduits, pumping stations, pressure mains and other facilities used to collect the wastewater from residential, industrial or commercial sources and convey it to treatment facilities. The public expects these systems to function effectively at a reasonable cost. 
Information has been synthesized from a wide variety of sources and tailored to South African conditions to produce a comprehensive guide on operation and maintenance of waterborne sanitation systems. Some sources of information were heavily relied upon in creating this guide. These include the document Alternative Sewer Systems (WEF Manual of Practice, 2008); the NEIWPCC (2003) manual entitled Optimizing Operation, Maintenance, and Rehabilitation of Sanitary Sewer Collection Systems; the Sanitary Sewer Overflow Solutions - Guidance Manual (ASCE, 2004); and the Sewer Design Manual (Bureau of Engineering, 2007). 
This document comprises the following sections: 
Types of maintenance 

Equipment required for maintenance 

Maintenance requirements and frequency 

Operational requirements 

Safety measures and practices 

Inspection forms and checklists 
	The aim of this guide is to highlight the procedures, practices and policies in the operation and maintenance of waterborne sanitation systems. To provide further classification and background information photos, videos, software and additional literature were included on the accompanying DVD. Where this icon is shown in this guide movie clips, photos, additional literature or software are available in the SewerAid DVD to visually enhance the understanding of the specific concept. 



