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Abstract
The Water Institute of Southern Africa (WISA) held its first conference in 1989 in Cape Town. The most recent and 10 th
Biennial WISA Conference was held in May 2008 at Sun City, South Africa. The WISA 2008 conference theme, ‘Confluence of the Water Industry’ set the scene for a wide range of presentations with regards to the South African water industry
and research in related fields. In keeping with the conference theme this introduction provides a confluence of papers in this
journal edition. A brief description of the paper selection procedure is included and each of the papers in this edition of the
journal is purposefully referenced in this coherent text.
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List of abbreviations and acronyms
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WDM		
WDS		
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-

Institute of Water Pollution Control
Natural organic matter
South African Bureau of Standards
Water demand management
Water distribution system
Water Institute of Southern Africa
The 2008 Water Institute of Southern Africa
Conference
South African Water Research Commission
Water SA (journal)

Introduction
This special edition of the Water SA journal (WSA) presents
selected papers based on work initially presented at the Water
Institute of Southern Africa (WISA) Conference held at Sun City,
South Africa, between 18 and 22 May 2008. The conference theme
for 2008 was ‘Confluence of the Water Industry’. When speaking
of confluence, which describes a process of merging, some source
or origin is implied. This is true not only of water, but also of the
water industry and related institutions as a whole.
Water SA has thus far published 4 WISA Special Editions,
but none have included an introduction, making this the first
published introduction to a WSA WISA special edition. To mark
the occasion it is deemed appropriate to include a brief history of
WSA and of WISA.

of the British Institute of Sewage Purification (eWISA, 2009a).
The association was at the time recognised as the South African
Branch of the Institute of Sewage Purification. In 1967 the name
changed to the Institute of Water Pollution Control (IWPC).
Upon the disbandment of the IWPC the Water Institute of Southern Africa (WISA) was formed in 1987.
The first conference in the WISA series took place from 29
to 30 March 1989 in Cape Town (WISA, 1989) two years after
the formal inception of WISA. The second was sequentially
numbered and took place from 13 to 15 May 1989 in Kempton
Park (WISA, 1991). However, the WISA conference papers were
still published by the IWPC well after 1987. Table 1 presents a
summary of the WISA conferences held to date (mainly from
eWISA, 2009b; Mayne and Wheal, 2008). Two anomalies are
noted in the tabulated list: two ‘WISA conferences’ are included
in 1985 and 1987, for which information was available from
WISA and the eWISA web site (eWISA, 2009b), although these
pre-date the 1st WISA Conference held in 1989; secondly, a conference took place every other year except in 1995, when a year
was skipped. No explanation could be found for these anomalies
when compiling this brief history and it was not considered critical to resolve the matter for the purposes of this introduction.
Since the late 1990s none of the WISA conferences have
been numbered, possibly due to confusion regarding the correct
enumeration procedure. However, it can now be stated with certainty that the next WISA Biennial Conference, scheduled for
2010, will be the ‘11th Biennial WISA Conference’.
Water SA and special editions

Origin and brief history
The Water Association of South Africa and the
conference series
The first steps towards a ‘South African Water Association’
were taken on 4 May 1937 in Johannesburg, at a meeting held at
the Cydna Biochemical Laboratory, where it was unanimously
agreed that an association would be formed with the objectives
set forth on pages 13 to 15 of the Articles of the Association

* To whom all correspondence should be addressed.
 +2721 808 4059; fax: +271 808 4351;
e-mail: hejacobs@sun.ac.za

Available on website http://www.wrc.org.za
ISSN 0378-4738 = Water SA Vol. 35 No. 2 Special WISA edition 2009
ISSN 1816-7950 = Water SA (on-line)

In 1971, only a few years after the inception of the IWPC, the
South African Water Research Commission (WRC) was established in terms of the Water Research Act (Act No 34 of 1971).
The Act provides for the promotion of research in connection
with water affairs (RSA, 1971). The inception of the WRC was
the immediate result of a period of drought in the country – the
former Government considered it a matter of national interest
at the time to create new knowledge and to improve the management of the country’s water resources by means of research,
given the perception at the time that water would be one of the
most notable limitations on development in the country in the
21st century (eWISA, 2009a).
Only 4 years after its inception the WRC started publishing a quarterly peer-reviewed journal called ‘Water SA’, to
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