World Wetlands Day 2010

2nd February 2010
South African National Biodiversity Institute: Pretoria

Biodiversity Auditorium

Theme

Wetlands, Biodiversity and Climate Change 

Slogan, 
Caring for Wetlands – an answer to Climate Change

PROGRAMME
	08h30- 09h00
	Guests arrive and tea

	09h00-09h15
	Opening and Welcome
	To be decided in the next meeting

	09h15-09h30
	Introduction/Overview of importance of wetlands/peat and threats to the system in relation to climate change: Caring about Climate Change Means Caring about Wetlands Means Caring about Biodiversity (speaker could touch on the fact that 2010 is also International Year of Biodiversity)
	Guy Midgeley or Brian Montlana 

(SANBI)

	09h30-09h45
	Climate change from the environmental perspective (Climate Change and the impacts on biodiversity: How maintaining wetland biodiversity helps to reinforce the resilience of wetland ecosystems to changes and pressures, both natural and human-induced)
	DEA
To be decided in the next meeting

	09h45-10h00
	Bodibe Peatland Footage 
	

	10h00-10h15
	The case of the burning peatland in Bodibe (North West) and its effects/role in climate change
	Piet Louis Grundling



	10h15-10h30
	Questions from the floor for speakers
	

	10h30-11h00
	TEA BREAK
	

	11h00-11h15
	Rehabilitation of Rietvlei wetland in relation to climate change (to include the state of the wetland before and after rehabilitation)
	John Dini

Working for Wetlands

	11h15-11h30
	Climate change in relation to Water Affairs : Hydropower generation and its impact on wetlands
	Speaker still to be decided

DWA

	11h30-11h45
	Mitigating factors when a wetland has been degraded
	Ikalafeng Kgakatse 

DAFF

	11h45-12h15
	Keynote Address 

Wetlands, Biodiversity and Climate Change: an overview of government’s role/commitment to wetland protection in relation to climate change. The talks to cover the roles of all our partners (working together to deal with climate change and its impacts).
	Deputy Minister Rejoice Mabudafhasi

Department Environmental Affairs

	12h15-13h15 
	LUNCH

	13h15-13h45
	Travel to Rietvlei by bus

	13h45-14h00
	Rietvlei Wetlands site visit 

Rietvle Reserve Manager to give the introduction and overview.

	14h00-14h15
	Tshwane Municipality to talk briefly about how climate change is affecting people on the ground with respect to wetlands. 

	14h15-14h30
	Drive to the wetland

	14h30-15h45
	A talk/demonstration at the Rietvlei wetland about rehabilitation 
(John Dini/ Thomani)

	15h45
	Thanks and Closing : To be decided in the next meeting

	16h00
	Programme ends: (Bus drives back to SANBI)

	Programme Director: To be decided at the next meeting


